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I. Introduction 
A. Othello is a play by Shakespeare and portrays the theme of love between characters including Othello and Desdemona. 
B. Thesis statement: In Othello, Shakespeare uses the theme of love as a catalyst for tragedy, and this presents the need for a psychological and biblical understanding of the vulnerabilities displayed by the characters in the play. 
II. Body 
A. Psychologists claim that for a person to express these feelings, he must have received related affection as a child from his parents (Haq 160).
B. From a biblical perspective, Othello's love for Desdemona is similar to the love a husband should share with his wife.
C. These demonstrations lead in categorizing three types of love described in Othello, and these include romantic, familial, and self-love. 
Detail 1: Othello begins to narrate their romantic love story and affirms that Desdemona fell in love with him due to the adventures and suffering he had experienced before they met.
Detail 2: Familial love is portrayed in Othello from the relationship between Desdemona and his father, Brabantio.
Detail 3: Shakespeare used self-love to portray the perceptions a character has for himself and how this influences his relationships.
III. Conclusion 
A. Othello is subject to many criticisms since it portrays the extreme gap between love and tragedy.
B. Othello and Desdemona are the main examples of romantic love, and their relationship ends in tragedy as the protagonist kills his wife and later himself.
C. So what? Psychological and biblical perspectives of thinking helps in analyzing the actions portrayed by characters in the play and this can be applied in society to understand human behavior.
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Introduction 
	Othello is a play written by Shakespeare in the early 1600. The play is mainly motivated by the theme of love between the protagonist, Othello, and Desdemona. The two overcome different challenges ranging from race and social class to people's perceptions and become a married couple. Their dream to explore the love they have for one another is short-lived since this affection is used as a catalyst for violence and tragedy. Iago is the main protagonist's enemy and hates Othello for promoting a young soldier named Cassio instead of Iago. As such, Iago manipulates Othello’s and Desdemona's love to create a tragedy so he can acquire more power. 
Towards the end, Othello kills his wife since he thinks she had betrayed him by being unfaithful. Perhaps, this extreme contrast is the primary source of critics towards the play. Many critics find it unreasonable for a character to shift from a loving husband to a murderer, and thus they attack Othello for his moral failure. Nevertheless, in Othello, Shakespeare uses the theme of love as a catalyst for tragedy, and this presents the need for a psychological and biblical understanding of the vulnerabilities displayed by the characters in the play. 
Biblical and Psychological Meaning of Love 
	Biblical and psychological ways of thinking are crucial in defining love and how this affection motivates the actions of characters. These perspectives can be applied to Shakespeare's Othello to understand the vulnerabilities of the main characters. For instance, Othello is a general in a Vietnam army and this role displays him as fierce and self-confident. However, in the presence of his wife, Odysseus is presented as vulnerable due to the love he has for her and he is even willing to risk his life to prove his affection. For example, when Desdemona's father, Brabantio accuses him of taking his daughter against her will, Othello tells the Duke to sentence him to death if the Desdemona confirms the claim. From a biblical perspective, Othello's love for Desdemona is similar to the love a husband should share with his wife. 
In the scripture, St. Paul affirms that a man should love his wife as he loves himself since Jesus offered the same affection to his congregation (Leggatt 838). Additionally, psychologists claim that for a person to express these feelings, he must have received related affection as a child from his parents (Haq 160). As such, these demonstrations lead in categorizing three types of love described in Othello, and these include romantic, familial, and self-love. 
Romantic Love 
	The romantic love between Desdemona and Othello is evident in the play. A deep revelation of this love is portrayed at the case presented before the Duke of Venice by Brabantio, who had accused Othello of tricking his daughter. Othello begins to narrate their story and affirms that Desdemona fell in love with him due to the adventures and suffering he had experienced before they met. The love Desdemona has for Othello seems too good to be true, and this attracts a lot of critics. For example, Haq (162) describes Desdemona's affection as a silly crush and claims she is only captivated by the adventures as opposed to the person. 
Haq's judgment is based on some of Desdemona's actions in the play. For instance, Desdemona seems to admit that his association with Othello might have added honor to the man. Also, her persistence in requesting Othello to restore Cassio's position seems like an attempt to prove that she can persuade her husband to do as she wishes. Nevertheless, other critics such as Joshi (312) defend Desdemona's love by recognizing her ability to feel the pain experienced by Othello in his past. The use of pity in the play is not a unique concept in play. Shakespeare uses this feature in plays as an exciting virtue of heroines. Besides, pity is the main factor that leads to Desdemona falling in love with Othello (Joshi 313). Desdemona chose to accept Othello as he is despite the problems associated with the protagonist. Even the Duke admits that Othello's story would have made her daughter admire Othello. This suggests that the love between the two characters was mutual. 
From a psychological perspective, the interpretation of pity is the primary source of contrast among critics on the love shared by Desdemona and Othello. For instance, Joshi (314) affirms that, traditionally, pity was used to express pure and deep feelings of sympathy towards a person. This affection is the same feeling portrayed by Christians who understand the suffering experienced by Jesus as he was crucified for their sake. On the contrary, many modern scholars view pity as a feeling of sorry particularly for those who influenced their own suffering. Perhaps, this second interpretation is the reason why Haq (160) considers Desdemona to be senseless and immature for mistaking love and pity. 
Desdemona is hardly immature. Her commitment to getting married to Othello demonstrates wisdom, and this is portrayed in the speech she delivers to her father during the hearing. She recognizes that she has a deep respect for Brabantio, and she will be forever grateful for the education he received from him. Nevertheless, Desdemona points out that she now belongs to Othello just as her mother chose to leave her father and commit to Desdemona's father. This message is also similar to the Biblical scripture that states that a husband and wife shall unite and become one flesh (Leggatt 839). From a psychological perspective, the process in which Desdemona becomes a wife is based on her choice to transfer the love she had for his father to her husband. According to Salauddin (36), this approach enables Desdemona to love her husband appropriately through body and soul. She was even willing to elope with him to fulfill her desire to live with Othello. 
Shakespeare used Othello to show the reader that romantic love, which seems like the only factor for achieving greater happiness, can be manipulated and this results in misery. The author is transparent about the tactics used by Iago to manipulate blinding affection in the characters. One of the characters, Roderigo, had feelings for Desdemona and as such, he paid Iago to ensure she does not get married to Othello. Also, Iago has a grudge on Othello for promoting Cassio to a higher position instead of him. Iago identifies that Bianca is in love with Cassio, who does not have mutual feelings towards the woman. This twist enables Iago to manipulate the characters in order to achieve the power he desires. 
As an attempt to use love against characters, Iago lies to Othello that his wife is having an affair with Cassio. Iago goes and requests his wife, Emilia, to give him Desdemona's handkerchief, which was the first gift he received from Othello. He then hides the piece in Cassio's room to be found by Bianca. Cassio tries to offer the handkerchief to Bianca but she accuses him of retrieving it from another lover. This confrontation creates a scene that attracts Othello and Iago manages to convince Othello that the handkerchief belongs to Desdemona. Othello gets enraged and vows to kill both his wife and Cassio. He commands Iago to kill Cassio and proceeds to confront Desdemona. Iago ensues to manipulate Roderigo's love for Desdemona by convincing him to kill Cassio. Meanwhile, Othello strangles his wife, and this leads to her death. Emilia arrives immediately and exposes her husband for deceiving Othello. 
The horror and misery presented towards the end of the story portray the concept of loyalty. The handkerchief is used as a symbol of heritage and loyalty since it was handed to Othello by his mother to give his future wife (Haq 159). As such, when Desdemona lost her handkerchief, Othello took it as a sign of infidelity. He tries to justify his action before killing her by comparing his love and the love God had for his people. According to the religious perspective, God punishes because of the love he has for his people (Legatt 840).
Nevertheless, this does not change the fact that Desdemona was innocent of the accusation. She still confesses always to love Othello despite his unkindness. Perhaps, this cruelty demonstrated by Othello is because he lacks pity. Psychologists affirm that most murders find it easy to kill their victims since they lack sympathy (Joshi 313). Othello had no reason to have pity on his wife since he was certain she had betrayed him. Besides, at the end of the play, before committing suicide, Othello questions his genuine love for Desdemona since he cannot contemplate how passion can lead to murder. 
Familial Love 
	Familial love is portrayed in Othello from the relationship between Desdemona and his father, Brabantio. As a child, society expects Desdemona to obey his father's commands (Salauddin 39). As such, when she stands up to his father to publicly defend his love for Othello, this action raises suspense from the audience. His father does not support his relationship with the Moor, Othello due to his race as well as social class. This notion shows that Brabantio assumes that he knows the best choice for his daughter. As a result, he disowns her for choosing to marry the Moor. 
The decision for Desdemona to marry a woman of the same age as his father also raises some critics. Salauddin (39) asserts that this relationship seems like a need to receive the love that she did not get from her father. His father is portrayed as selfish since he only expects to be respected but does not offer the same respect to his daughter. He expects Desdemona to follow his commands but fails to recognize that her daughter's love for Othello makes her happy. 
	Another form of familial love is demonstrated between Othello and his mother. This relationship is portrayed through the symbol of the handkerchief. Othello explains that the scarf was a gift that once belonged to his mother. His father had gifted Othello's mother the gift to signify loyalty in marriage. As such, his mother expected Othello to also pass the handkerchief to the woman he will love. This process signifies how a child learns to love from a young age and later transfer the same love to his wife (Haq 159). Besides, the Bible affirms that a husband should love his wife for the woman to be submissive. However, Othello uses the handkerchief to test his wife's faithfulness, and when he finds out that she lost the handkerchief; he becomes jealous, thus leading to killing her. 
Self-Love 
	Self-love is also another concept that appears in Othello. Shakespeare used this form of affection to portray the perceptions a character has for himself and how this influences his relationships. For example, Othello didn't quite love himself enough, and this is expressed by his actions in creating misery for his wife. Biblical scriptures from the book of Ephesians chapter five, verse eight affirms that a man shall love a woman as he loves himself since no man hates his own flesh. 
However, Othello was insecure and could not believe that Desdemona had a genuine love for him. After learning of her innocence, Othello begins to recognize the worth of his wife and compares her to a precious pearl (Salauddin 40). He even questions his love and says he did not love her wisely since he was unreasonable in killing her. In the end, his lack of self-love is demonstrated as he ends his own life.
Conclusion 
	To sum up, Othello is a play by Shakespeare that is mainly based on the concept of love. The play is subject to many criticisms since it portrays the extreme gap between love and tragedy. Othello and Desdemona are the main examples of romantic love, and their relationship ends in tragedy as the protagonist kills his wife and later himself. As such, this play presents the need for biblical and psychological perspectives in describing vulnerability portrayed by characters. The Bible offers information on different forms of love including; romantic, familial, and self-love. On the other hand, psychologists help in defining human behaviors, which are mainly attributed to their beliefs. For instance, Desdemona believes in her obligation to leave her fathers and to commit to her husband. 
As such, she offers herself without hesitation and is willing to stand up to her father and defend Othello. However, Othello's lack of self-love prevents him from loving his wife wisely as required. As such, he makes unreasonable judgments, and in the end, he kills Desdemona for a mistake she didn't make. Finally, psychological and biblical perspectives of thinking helps in analyzing the actions portrayed by characters in the play and this can be applied in society to understand human behavior.
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